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I’m sorry | missed the last issue - the deadline slipped right by me. As you can see by this, | have been 
working on a book project. | am editing a collection of interviews, Harvey Pekar: Conversations, which will 
be published in Fall 2008 by the University Press of Mississippi. Harvey has agreed to cooperate in the 
project. | am editing this volume because | conducted two panel interviews with Harvey Pekar at the 2005 
Small Press Expo, transcribed and published them in the International Journal of Comic Art, and then 
offered the final version to the Press' editor, Tom Inge for their series. Tom suggested | do the volume 
myself as they did not have it scheduled, and the contract finally arrived this summer. Information on the 
series can be seen at http://www.upress.state.ms.us/books_in_print/?series id=10. The Press has 
tentatively planned for a volume of approximately 250 printed pages, selling for about $50.00 (cloth) and 
$20.00 (paper), with a total print run of approximately 1,800 copies. The University Press of Mississippi is 
a nonprofit publisher serving chiefly a scholarly market, but you can find the books fairly easy. This 
summer volumes on Spiegelman and Stan Lee appeared. 


To do one of these, you have to put together a list of interviews, and then write to the owner of the 
interview requesting permission to reprint it. Some people never answer; others ask for ridiculous prices 
like Time.com’s cost of $900. Most people have been very nice and helpful though. | would guess that 
only about a third of the sources listed here will be reprinted and I’m not sure if citations for the others will 
appear in the book, so this research should still useful to any of you who are really, really interested in 
Harvey Pekar. 
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1984 

“Barson, Mike 1984. 

Dossier: Wordpekar [interview of Harvey Pekar]. 

Heavy Metal 8 (9; December): 5-12 


1985 


“Groth, Gary. 1985. 

Harvey Pekar Stories about Honesty, Money and Misogyny. 

Comics Journal (97; April): 44-64 

reprinted as “Harvey Pekar” in The New Comics (New York : Berkeley Books, 1988) 


*+Pekar, Harvey. 1986. 
The Situation as of 9-20-85 [self-interview]. 
American Splendor (11) 


1986 


*“+Tucker, Ernest. 1986. 
Writer crams drama into comics; Pekar doles out daily dialogue. 
Chicago Sun-Times (July 9): 40 


1987 


*+Allen, Henry. 1987. 
The Not-Ready-For-Prime-Time Pekar. 
Washington Post (November 2) 


*+Pekar, Harvey. 1987. 
Late Night of the Soul with David Letterman. 
Village Voice (August 25): 45-46 


Pekar, Harvey. 1987. 
Me ‘n’ Dave Letterman. 
Cleveland Plain Dealer (February 1): H1 


1988 


Pekar, Harvey. 1988. 
The Potential of Comics. 
Comics Journal (123; July): 81-88 


Witek, Joseph. 
Unpublished interview, November 11,1988. 


Interview for Witek’s dissertation and book. 
1993 


“Groth, Gary. 1993. 
Harvey Pekar Interview. 
Comics Journal (162; October): 37-44 


1994 


*+Pekar, Harvey and Joyce Brabner. 1994. 
Harvey Pekar/Letterman Part 1, 2 
alt.fan.letterman (June 3): http://www.echonyc.com/~barnhart/daveware/pekar-on-letterman 


Relkin, Richard. 1994. 
A Conversation with Harvey Pekar. 
Comic Culture 1 (4; March): 13-14 


*Zabel, Joe. 1994. 
Stepping Out: ST's Joe Zabel interviews Harvey Pekar. 
Subliminal Tattoos (2): 47-56 


1995 


“Garland, David. 2003 (1995 rebroadcast). 

Harvey Pekar & Joyce Brabner 

WYNC's Spinning on Air (August 22). 

online at http:/Awww.wnyc.org/shows/spinning/episodes/08222003 


Harvey Pekar, author of the comic book "American Splendor," and subject of the new film by that 
name, visited Spinning On Air back in 1995. The occasion was the publication of "Our Cancer Year," a 
book he created with his wife Joyce Brabner and artist Frank Stack. This show includes that interview with 
Harvey and Joyce, which focusses on the medium of comics and the autobiographical story their book 
tells. Also, excited by the music often presented on Spinning On Air, Harvey--a long-time music critic-- 
stayed for a second hour with host David Garland to present some of the recordings Harvey was 
enthusiastic about, by such folks as John Zorn, Marc Ribot, Don Byron, and others. 


1996 


+Greenlee, Joel. 1996. 

Pekar For Beginners [interview]. 

The Brownstone Letters (104; May 23). 

archived at 
http://web.archive.org/web/19990507024934/http://users.qual.net/~brownstone/issue_104/joelg4.html 


von Busack. Richard. 1996. 

Many-Splendored Man: Harvey Pekar, creator of ‘American Splendor’ comics, talks about live in 
Cleveland and his Almost All-Expenses-Paid Vacation to Hollywood. 

San Diego Metro (July 11) 
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1997 


*+Ottaviani, Jim and Steve Lieber. 1997. 
Another Survivors' Tale : The Harvey Pekar Interview. 
Hogan's Alley 1 (4): 117-125 
HARVEY PEKAR 
_ “Waldron, Chris. 1997. 
Ore a Maly OMT | Leann oe Who is Harvey Pekar? 
Indy Magazine #17 


1998 


“Feldman, Michael. 1998. 

Michael Interviews... Author Harvey Pekar. 

Whad'ya Know? Not much (June 13): 
http://notmuch.com/Features/Interview/int-061398.html#2 





1999 


*+Everleth, Michael. 1999. 
An interview With Harvey Pekar: Will The Truth Really Set 


You Free? 
diRt Magazine. 
archived at http://web.archive.org/web/1 9990224184405/http://www.dirtmagazine.com/pekar.htm 





Ervin-Gore, Shawna. 1999. 
Harvey Pekar. 
Dark Horse Comics: http://www.darkhorse.com/news/interviews.php?id=713 


2001 


Ervin-Gore, Shawna. 2001. 
Harvey Pekar. 
Dark Horse Comics: http:/Awww.darkhorse.com/news/interviews.php?id=731 


2002 


*Peg, M. 2002. 
Interviews: Harvey Pekar. 


Dark Horse News: http:/Awww.darkhorse.com/news/interviews.php?id=764 
2003 


Andrews, Marke. 2003. 
Pekar waiting -- hoping for opportunities: The subject of American Splendor wants more work. 
Vancouver Sun (August 22) 


“lArnold, Andrew. 2003. 

A Mensch for All Mediums: TIME.comix talks to "American Splendor" creator, Harvey Pekar. 
TIME.comix (August 8): 
http://www.time.com/time/columnist/arnold/article/0,9565,474360,00.html 


Calhoun, Dave. 2003. 
Seriously, he's a big laugh [Pekar interview]. 
The Times of London (December 23): 4 


*Giamatti, Paul and Harvey Pekar. 2003. 
The Conversation. 
Esquire (August) 


“Gross, Terry. 2003. 
Writer Harvey Pekar and his Wife Joyce Brabner. 
National Public Radio's Fresh Air (August 4). 

} online at 
http://freshair.npr.org/day_fa.jhtml?display=day &todayDate=08/04/2003 





Underground comic book writer Harvey Pekar and his wife Joyce Brabner. In 1976 Pekar 
published the first in a series of comic books about his mundane life as a veterans hospital clerk and 
record collector in Cleveland. It was called American Splendor, and he has continued to publish them 
since. In 1987 one of them earned him an American Book Award. Now he is the subject of the new film 
American Splendor which won the Grand Jury Prize at the 2003 Sundance Film Festival. 


Guthmann, Edward. 2003. 
Real characters in real life -- and now on the big screen [Pekar interview]. 
San Francisco Chronicle (August 17): O1. 


Mitchell, Elvis. 2003. 
Harvey Pekar [interview]. 


National Public Radio and KCRW's The Treatment (August 13). 
online at http:/Awww.kcrw.com/cgi-bin/db/kcrw.pl?show_code=tt&air_date=8/13/03&tmplt_type=show 


By day, he's a file clerk, but by night he creates one of America's favorite cult comics. Elvis 
Mitchell hosts Harvey Pekar, creator and subject of the American Splendor graphic novels, now a feature 
film in which he appears as himself. 


Molitorisz, Sacha. 2003. 

Comic genius: A file clerk created a superhero-free cult comic and became the subject of one of the 
movies of the year. 

Sydney Morning Herald (September 5) 


“Murray, Rebecca. 2003. 

Harvey Pekar's Life Hits the Big Screen in ‘American Splendor’. 
About.com - Your Guide to Hollywood Movies: 
http://movies.about.com/cs/americansplendor/a/amsplendpekar_p.htm 


Phillips, Kyra. 2003. 
Interview With Harvey Pekar. 
CNN Sunday Morning (August 17) 


Rose, Charlie. 2003. 

A discussion about the film "American Splendor". 

Charlie Rose Show (August 19). 

Online at http:/Awww.charlierose.com/shows/2003/08/1 9/1/a-discussion-about-the-film-american-splendor 


A discussion about the film "American Splendor" with writer/directors Robert Pulcini and Shari 
Springer Berman, creator Harvey Pekar, and actor Paul Giamatti. The film chronicles the life and success 
of cartoonist Harvey Pekar's cartoon series of the same name. 


Thomas, George M. 2003. 
Harvey Pekar - Comedy Lies in Mundane Life. 
Akron Beacon Journal (August 15) 


Villarreal, Phil. 2003. 
A view of life via comic book [Harvey Pekar interview]. 
Arizona Daily Star (September 12) 


2004 


*Todorova, Aleksandra. 2004. 
Harvey Pekar needs cash. 
SmartMoney.com (September 24): http://www.smartmoney.com/mymoney/index.cfm?story=20040924 


*+Pekar, Harvey. 2004. 

Harvey Pekar: My Film Future. 
Cleveland Free Times (January 21) 
“Epstein, Daniel Robert. 2004. 


Harvey Pekar Talks Our Movie Year. 
UGO.com Comics: http://www.ugo.com/channels/comics/features/harveypekar/default.asp 


2005 


Ashbrook, Tom. 2005. 


Harvey Pekar's American Life. 
National Public Radio and WBUR's On Point (January 25). 
online at http://www.onpointradio.org/shows/2005/01/20050125 b main.asp 


Harvey Pekar's been called a schlep, a crank, and eternal pessimist. He is the creator of the 
autobiographical comic series "American Splendor," about his 30 years as a file clerk at a V.A. hospital. 

In 2003, Pekar's life became the subject of the movie "American Splendor," which won the Grand 
Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival and the International Critics' Prize at Cannes. 

Hear a conversation with Harvey Pekar about his own American life. 

Guests: Harvey Pekar is creator of the autobiographical comic "American Splendor." The 2003 
movie "American Splendor" is based on his life. He has two new books, "American Splendor Our Movie 
Year" and "Best of American Splendor." 


Brill, lan. 2005. 
Calling it quits: lan Brill interviews the men behind The Quitter. 


Comic Book Galaxy: http://www.comicbookgalaxy.com/pekar_and_haspiel.mp3 


Bronner, Stephen. 2005. 

The True American Splendor: Author Harvey Pekar speaks to The Knight News about life, comic books, 
and how sometimes they're the same thing. 

Queen's College Knight News (December 5). 

online at http:/Awww.qcknightnews.com/media/paper564/news/2005/1 2/05/Literary/The- 
True.American.Splendor-1269536.shtml?norewrite&sourcedomain=www.qcknightnews.com 


“Colton, David. 2005. 
Ex-curmudgeon catastrophizes!(interview with Harvey Pekar). 
USA Today (October 10): 3D. 


*+Doane, Alan David. 2005. 
Interview with Harvey Pekar. 
Comic Book Galaxy (October 5): http://cbg.stealingcomics.com/add_pekar.mp3 


“Gross, Terry. 2005. 

The Childhood of Harvey Pekar, ‘The Quitter'. 

National Public Radio's Fresh Air (November 10). 

online at http:/Awww.npr.org/templates/story/story.php ?storyld=5005754 


The Quitter, the new graphic novel from Harvey Pekar, is an autobiographical account of his 
upbringing as the son of Jewish immigrants. The book, set in the Cleveland of the 1950s and '60s, offers 
a view of how Pekar came to be a frustrated -- and charming -- storyteller. 

Pekar began writing comic book stories in 1972, encouraged by his friend Robert Crumb, a comic 
book author and artist who has illustrated many of Pekar's pieces. The Quitter features art by Dean 
Haspiel. 

The first collection of Pekar's work was American Splendor, a presentation of stories that 
energize everyday -- even boring -- events of Pekar's life in Cleveland with caustic humor. A film of the 
same title, released in 2003, helped Pekar emerge from obscurity when it became a surprise hit and won 
several awards. 

Pekar's other book-length story, Our Cancer Year, was written in collaboration with his wife, 
Joyce Brabner. The book's events begin in 1990, when the couple learned that Pekar had lymphoma. 
From there, Pekar and Brabner weave stories of treating cancer with commentaries on the 1991 Persian 
Gulf War and U.S. policy in the Middle East. 


Hinze, Scott. 2005. 
Fanboy Radio #258 - Sept. 2005 Indie Show w/ Harvey Pekar, Jessica Abel & Matt Madden. 


KCTU (September 21): http://fanboyradio.libsyn.com/index.php?post_id=23015 


*+Rhode, Michael. 2006. 
Harvey Pekar at the 2005 Small Press Expo. 
International Journal of Comic Art 8 (2; Fall/Winter). 


Unknown. 2005. 
The Hot Seat - Harvey Pekar. 
New York Post (October 16) 


Weinberg, Anna. 2005. 

Harvey Pekar Talks About Street-Fighting, Growing Up and Dealing with 'Limited' Comics Publishers. 
Book Standard (November 15): http:/Awww.thebookstandard.com/bookstandard/news/author/article_displ 
ay.jsp?vnu_content_id=1001480068 


Wolff, Carlo. 2005. 
A life in comic-book form: Quirky Harvey Pekar suffered early, hard twists. 
Denver Post (October 9): F-11 


*+Zabel, Joe. 2005. 

In Depth: The Harvey Pekar Interview. 

Graphic Novel Review (January) 

online at http://web.archive.org/web/2005061 02341 20/www.graphicnovelreview.com/issue4/hpekar.php 


2006 


“Epstein, Daniel Robert. 2006. 
Harvey Pekar [interview]. 


SuicideGirls (February 6): http://suicidegirls.com/interviews/Harvey+Pekar/ 


Hieggelke, Brian and Matthew. 2006. 

The Prequel Pekar: How Harvey found his American splendor. 
New City Chicago (January 4). 

Online at http:/Awww.newcitychicago.com/chicago/4981 .html 


*“+Landau, Peter. 2006. 
Harvey Pekar: The MrSkin.com Interview. 


http://www.mrskin.com/Skinterviews/150/index.htm 


Segundo, Bat. 2006 
# 40: Dean Haspiel and Harvey Pekar. 
The Bat Segundo Show (May 13): http:/Awww.edrants.com/segundo/index.php?paged=2 


Subjects Discussed: How Haspiel hooked up with Pekar, the origin of the American Splendor 
movie, the origin of The Quitter, growing as a storyteller courtesy of “hieroglyphic rants,” paneling, DC 
Comics scripts vs. Pekar scripts, visual reference and the advantages of the Internet, the inside scoop on 
Jonathan Ames‘ The Alcoholic, the sudden legitimacy of comics, Pekar meeting Michael Malice, what 
makes Malice’s tale a “Pekar story,” polar opposites, conflicting ideologies within Pekar’s narratives, how 
Pekar challenged Malice’s language, boxy layouts, collaborating with illustrators, episodic stories vs. long 
narratives, the stigma against quotidian narratives, narrative adjustments in the American Splendor 
movie, the portrayal of pain in Our Cancer Year vs. the American Splendor movie, appearing on David 
Letterman and being mocked, the reasons behind Pekar’s prolificity, jazz criticism, on the many names 
Pekar granted himself during the American Splendor run and some of the factors that determine which 
artists collaborate with Pekar. [01:08:57m] 


Starr, Karla. 2006. 

Harvey Pekar: The reluctant antihero of graphic 
novels talks shop with WW. 

Willamette Week (April 16). 

Online at www.wweek.com/editorial/3224/7445 


2007 


ne NEU RESERVATIONS” 


Comic book author Harvey Pekar interviewed by 
Jared Gardner. Story sy HARVEY PEKAR 
Center for the Study and Teaching of Writing at The Artsy GARY DUMM 
Ohio State University (March): 
http://cstw.osu.edu/podcasts/mp3/Pekar.mp3 





*+Heater, Brian. 2007. 

Interview: Harvey Pekar. 

Daily Cross Hatch (July 9, 23, 30): 
http://thedailycrosshatch.com/2007/07/09/interview-harvey-pekar-pt-1/ 
http://thedailycrosshatch.com/2007/07/23/interview-harvey-pekar-pt-2/ 
http://thedailycrosshatch.com/2007/07/30/interview-harvey-pekar-pt-3-of-3/ 


Bourdain, Anthony. 2007. 
The 'No Reservations' Shoot with Harvey Pekar. 
Travel Channel (August 28). 


Online at http://travel.discovery.com/tv/bourdain/comic-book/cleveland-no- 
reservations.html 


